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NOTES AND NEWS 

Letter from Professor Wilm 

To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and Scien- 
tific Methods: 

I have to thank Professor Hocking for the interesting comments on a 
recent book of mine called " The Problem of Religion," which he printed 
in this Journal. 1 I think, however, that those who have read Mr. Hock- 
ing's review, but have not read my book (and the latter class must easily 
include the majority of mankind) may have received a very partial view 
of the sort of philosophy which my book really attempts to express. This 
would, by itself, be a fact of very slight importance. Since, however, the 
matter involves a principial question in philosophy, one which seems never 
to remain long in abeyance, the question, namely, of philosophical method, 
it may be worth while to exploit it somewhat further. 

" The problem of religion," Mr. Hocking writes, apparently with crit- 
ical intentions, " reduces, for the author, to a question of theory : ' the only 
valid source of religious truth is philosophy.' The contributions of social 
tradition and of intuition to religious knowledge receive scant recognition 
in comparison, for example, with their place in Royce's ' The Sources of 
Religious Insight.' Philosophy, as here understood, summarily excludes 
revelation or authority in any historic sense." 

Now, in so far as the positions here attributed to me serve to disparage 
pseudo-scientific and occult methods of arriving at truth, and emphasize 
methodically guarded reflection upon our experience as the sole organon 
-of the philosophy of religion, I most cordially subscribe to them. On the 

i Vol. X., page 719. 
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other hand, I disclaim the suggestion, apparently also attributed to me, 
that truth can be arrived at by the manipulation of empty concepts, or 
that religion, even, comes into being as the result of formally logical proc- 
esses. Philosophy does not create religion ex nihilo any more than it 
creates art or the state. Our " social experience," including the social ex- 
perience of the past as crystallized in tradition, does, of course, furnish the 
indispensable materials for any religious interpretation of the world. We 
do not pick our philosophies out of the air. On the other hand, social ex- 
perience, whether original or traditional, can not be accepted unreflec- 
tively. But the critical reflection upon experience is philosophy. 

Furthermore, religion has uses, and it contains poetic and sentimental 
values which are to many persons very precious, and which can be felt 
without theorizing about them. But these values and graces can be ex- 
hibited in their context and articulately justified only by philosophy. The 
only alternative to this which I see is a mystic absorption which either chokes 
utterance completely, or else limits the intellect to the stolid reiteration, 
" God is great." It is a matter for congratulation that Professor Hocking 
has himself not rested in so brief a creed, but has written a thick book to 
show both that God is great and in what sense great. 

E. 0. Wilm. 

Wells College. 

The American Psychological Association and the American Philosoph- 
ical Association held a joint meeting at Yale University on December 
29 to 31. This was the twenty-second annual meeting of the former 
association and the thirteenth annual meeting of the latter association. 
On the evening of December 29 the President of the Philosophical Asso- 
ciation delivered his address. A joint dinner of the two associations was 
followed by the address of the President of the Psychological Association 
and an informal smoker on the evening of December 30. The joint meet- 
ing of the two associations was held on December 31. The Psychological 
Association elected the following officers: President, Professor R. M. 
Ogden, of the University of Tennessee; Secretary and Treasurer, Professor 
W. H. Sheldon, of Dartmouth College; Members of Council, Professor S. 
I. Franz, of the Government Hospital for the Insane, Washington, D. C, 
and Professor G. M. Whipple, of Cornell University. The following 
officers were elected by the Philosophical Association: President, Professor 
J. H. Tufts, of the University of Chicago; Vice-president, Professor W. 
H. Sheldon, of Dartmouth College; Secretary and Treasurer, Professor 
E. G. Spaulding, of Princeton University; Members of the Executive 
Committee, Professor C. M. Bakewell, of Tale University; Professor 
I. Woodbridge Riley, of Vassar College, and Professor Wendell T. Bush, 
of Columbia University (to serve one year in place of Miss Calkins, 
resigned). 



